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Founders:
Financial support from governments of:
• UK
• Norway
• Switzerland
• Netherlands
• Ireland
• Denmark (2014-2017)

MCRB aims to provide a trusted and impartial platform
for the creation of knowledge, building of capacity,
undertaking of advocacy and promotion of dialogue
amongst businesses, civil society, governments,
experts and other stakeholders with the objective of
encouraging responsible business conduct throughout
Myanmar.
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What is ‘responsible business’?
Responsible business means business conduct that works for the long-term 
interests of Myanmar and its people, based on responsible social and 
environmental performance within the context of international standards.

တေဝနးယူ ႇရအ း သေအစ ီးပြားေီးး ရီးရ ပြား နးီးအ်ား အသည ္ မွာ စံခ ်ိန စံစံႏႈန း ္ ွားစ   း ဖ္ အ
တေဝနးယူ ႇရ အး သေ ရူ ႇး ရီး   း အသ့ေဝပြာတးဝနးီးက  း်ားအ အ းရေ း ်ားေ းရးကးစ ကး ္ ွား
က အအး ရီးစေီးအရ အကးနေက င သံုးး သ နး ေ  အ း ံစမင င့္ လူထုး၏ း ရရ ္းအဖက အကီး
စ ီးပြားေီး  ေီးဖတးကး ေဆွာင ္ရက ေသွာ စ ီးပြားေီးး ရီးရ ပြား နးီး
လုးပ ေဆွာင ္ံႏႈ  ေီးက အအ်ား အရ အပြားသ္းပါသည္။
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What Does a ‘Responsible Business’ Do?

ဥပြား ဒကအ 
း ရီးစေီးရအ ကးနေသစ းီး

ရေ့းး ပြာီးရေ့းယူ ႇ/
ရြဲ႕ကးရ း္ြဲ႕အ ီး း ပြာီးသစ းီး  အကီး

 ရ ပြားး ်ားေ းသစ းီး

၎၏
ဖရ ပြားသ ေီး  ေီးကအ 

း ရီးစေီးသစ းီး

၎၏အCustomer   ေီးကအ အ
တေ၀နးယူ ႇရ အစးေသြဲ႕ း 

်ားကး်ံားသစ းီး
ဖစးနးး ်ားေ းသစ းီး

ဖသစေီးစ ီးပြားေီးး ရီးရ ပြား နးီး
  ေီးကအ တ၀နးယူ ႇရ အ
စးေ်ားကး်ံား်ားနးီးသစ းီး

သ့ေ၀ပြာတး၀နးီးက  းကအ 
း ရီးစေီးသစ းီး

ရူ႔ဖစး း ဖး ရီးကအ 
း ရီးစေီးသစ းီး ပြား း ရ းီးသ  းသေ ႇရ အသစ းီး

သကး်ားအ  းသူ  ေီး   း 
စ အတး်ားကးး ်ားေ းရးကးသစ းီး



MCRB and Rakhine State
 Sector-Wide Impact Assessment  (SWA) on Oil and Gas (research in Kyaukphyu 

2013/4, published Sept 2014); followed by
 engagement with companies (including Daewoo, CNPC, Woodside); 
 Promoting discussion between UNHCR and offshore companies on interactions 

with boats; 
 advocacy to parliament on artisanal oil law

 Awareness-raising on responsible business:
 establishing and funding a Sittwe office of the Myanmar Business Coalition on 

Aid (MBCA) from 2015-2017 to work with SMEs on responsible business issues, 
workshop on responsible business for 32 SME representatives in Sittwe in 
February 2017.

 Training for civil society, and government on responsible business in Kyaukphyu 
and Sittwe for civil society, and for government, in December 2017/January 2018, 
with Scholar Institute/Oxfam.



MCRB and Rakhine State: Tourism
 After tourism sector-wide impact assessment (SWIA), two 

multistakeholder workshops on tourism have been held in Ngapali in 
May 2016 and 2017, co-hosted with Hanns Seidel Foundation 

 Briefed Dr Kofi Annan’s Rakhine Advisory Commission on investment 
issues in Rakhine in January 2017 including:
 Need for regulation of tourism accommodation to be liberalised 

(10 room minimum for guesthouses should be removed to 
enable local SMEs to establish guesthouses)

 need for a Strategic Environment Assessment of the Kyaukphyu 
area, including SEZ and port and pipeline.

 Lent a tourism expert to the Rakhine State Government and UNDP to 
work on the tourism strand of the Rakhine State Socio-Economic 
Development Plan. – encouraged them to focus on Ngapali and 
Mrauk Oo



• Most countries’ official travel advice says that travel to Rakhine especially in the North is strongly 
advised against or ‘all but essential travel.’

• All countries’ official travel advice classifies Rakhine state as at least Level 2 or 3, officially recognized 
as “danger zone”, with higher levels of warning for NRS and now also including Mrauk U

• Korea, Japan, Australia, US advise no travel to NRS including Mrauk U
• Main EU countries and Canada advise against all but essential travel to either all or most of Rakhine 

other than Ngapali – UK specifically confirms that Kyaukpyu, Ramree, Munaung, Toungup, Thandwe, 
Gwa townships are OK)

• Singapore advises against travel to Buthidaung, Maungdaw, Rathedaung, and to reconsider travel to 
other parts of NRS (but advice is not updated since September 2017!)

• Most travel insurance policies do not cover trips where governments have issued negative consular 
travel advice, which means tour operators will cancel tours

Current Consular Travel Advice for Rakhine



Japan South Korea

South Korea has issued its highest-level travel 
restriction (“No travel”) for northern Rakhine, 
including Mrauk U

Singapore

Singaporeans should avoid non-essential travel to the 
Maungdaw, Rathedaung and Buthidaung townships, 
and reconsider travel to other parts of Northern 
Rakhine State (September 2017)

Level 3: Please stop travelling
“Mrauk-U, Sittwe, Kyaukpyu & Maungdaw
township in Rakhine state are areas where 
ethnic minority armed groups are active. The 
situation is still unstable, and levels 3 are 
continuously issued to the area.”

Updated 4 July to mention internet shutdown
Orange advise against all but essential travel to Rakhine 
State, except the administrative areas of Kyaukpyu, 
Ramree, Munaung, Toungup, Thandwe (including the 
tourist resort of Ngapali and Gwa).

United States (18 June 2019)

Level 4: Do not travel to Buthidaung, Kyauktaw, Maungdaw, 

Minbya, Mrauk- U, Ponnagyun and Rathedaung townships 

due to civil unrest and armed conflict.

Level 3: Reconsider travel to Ann and Myebon

United Kingdom

https://www.mfa.g
ov.sg/Services/Sing
apore-
Citizens/Travel-Tips

https://www.anzen.m
ofa.go.jp/info/pcinfecti
onspothazardinfo_018
.html#ad-image-0

https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/myanmar

https://travel.state.gov/content
/travel/en/international-
travel/International-Travel-
Country-Information-
Pages/Burma.html

https://www.mfa.gov.sg/Services/Singapore-Citizens/Travel-Tips
https://www.anzen.mofa.go.jp/info/pcinfectionspothazardinfo_018.html#ad-image-0
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/myanmar
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Burma.html


Canada

France

ZONE OF VIGILANCE

“Formally inadvisable to set foot in 
Northern Rakhine and SW Chin State. 
Advise against all but essential travel 
to Sittwe. 
Strongly advise against travel to 
Mrauk U

Switzerland

“It is not 
recommended to
travel to Sittwe or 
areas north of 
Sittwe.”

“Travel in Rakhine border 
regions is permitted only
with special permission. 
Travel to Mrauk U and 
surrounding communities is 
currently not 
recommended.”

GermanyAustralia

Level 4 Red Do Not Travel

Level 3 Orange Reconsider Travel

Do NOT travel to Rakhine 
state (other than 
Ngapali/Gwa)

Netherlands



Tourism is affected by conflict, but also should not cause 
conflict
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